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SUBJECT: ECEVIT CAMPAIGN BUS ATTACKED 

1 . THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WHICH HAS PLAGUED TURKEY FOR 

THE LAST TWO YEARS ERUPTED APRIL 26 IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
WITH AN ATTACK AGAINST A CAMP AGIN BUS CARRYING REPUBLICAN 
PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) CHAIRMAN BUT. ENT ECEVIT. THE ASSAULT 
WAS ALLEGEDLY CARRIED OUT BY ACTIVISTS OF THE EXTREME RIGHT 
WING NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NPA). ECEVIT, WHO DURING 
THE EARLY DAYS OF THE CAMPAIGN HAS MADE THE ISSUE OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY A THEME OF MUCH OF HIS RHETORIC, WAS 
ATTACKED INTHE SMALL TOWN OF NIKSAR IN TOKAT PROVINCE 
IN NORTH CENTRAL ANATOLIA LATE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 26. 

ACCOUNTS OF WHAT HAPPENED ARE NOT COMPLETE 

BUT HIS CAMPAIGN BUS WAS APPARENTLY ASSAULTED AT LEAST 
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TWICE BY STONES AND REPORTEDLY ON AT LEAST ONE OCCASION, BY 
GUNFIRE. 

2. ECEVIT BEGAN A THREE-DAY SWING THROUGH NORTH CENTRAL 
ANATOLIA MORNING OF APRIL 26 IN AMASYA PROVINCE. STOPPING 
AT EVERY TOWN ALONG THE ROAD. HE WAS REPORTEDLY GREETED 
WARMLY BY HIS SUPPORTERS. HE WAS ALSO CONFRONTED SEVERAL 
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TIMES BY NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATORS FROM BOTH THE EXTREME 
LEFT AND EXTREME RIGHT. THE VIOLENT INCIDENT OCCURRED NEAR 
EVENING AS HE ENTERED NIKSAR. THE ROAD WAS BARRICADED AND 
STONES WERE THROWN AT THE BUS. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE TOWN 
SQUARE FOR A SCHEDULED SPEECH. ECEVIT’S BUS WAS SUBJECTED 
TO A BARRAGE OF STONES WHICH WAS BROKEN UP WHEN GOVERNMENT 
"JANDARMA" FORCES FIRED INTO THE AIR. SHORTLY THEREAFTER 
ANOTHER ATTACK OCCURRED WHICH ALLEGEDLY INCLUDED GUNFIRE. ALL 
THE WINDOWS IN ECEVIT'S BUS WERE BROKEN AND HE AND HIS 
ENTOURAGE IN THE BUS (INCLUDING HIS WIFE) WERE FORCED TO TAKE 
COVER ON THE FLOOR TO AVOID INJURY. (FOUR PERSONS WERE 
REPORTEDLY INJURED IN THE EVENT, ALTHOUGH ACCOUNTS ARE NOT 
CLEAR AS TO WHETHER THESE PEOPLE WERE IN THE BUS.) 

3. DESPITE THE VIOLENCE, ECEVIT PROCEEDED WITH HIS 
SPEECH IN WHICH HE ACCUSED THOSE WHO HAD CARRIED OUT 
THE ATTACK OF "BEING LACKEYS OF THE BANDITS NOW IN POWER" 

AND SAID THAT SUCH PERSONS COULD NOT BE CONSIDERED EITHER 
TURKS OR MOSLEMS. RPP SECGEN EYUBOGLU SUBSEQUENTLY 
ISSUED A STATEMENT IN WHICH HE ACCUSED THE JUSTICE PARTY 
(JP) OF HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT. IN HIS 
STATEMENT, HE CLAIMED THAT JP MINISTER OF YOUTH AND SPORTS 
ALI SEVKI EREK, HAD VISITED THE AREA TWO DAYS PRIOR TO 
ECEVIT'S ARIVAL AND HAD HELD SECRET MEETINGS WITH NAP 
OFFIALS. ACCORDING TO EYUBOGLU, THE PURPOSE OF THE 
MEETINGS WAS TO ARRANGE FOR THE ATTACK ON ECEVIT. 

4. COMMENT: FORTUNATELY, NO SERIOUS INJURIES RESULTED FROM 
THE ATTACK. REGARDLESS, THE INCIDENT IS THE MOST DRAMATIC 
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AND SERIOUS INVOLVING A MAJOR POLITICAL FIGURE IN TURKEY 
IN RECENT MEMORY. ECEVIT'S BITTER REACTION COULD SPARK A REACTION 
FROM HIS FOLLOWERS. MOREOVER, THE FACT THAT SUCH AN ATTACK 
HAS OCCURRED COULD PRODUCE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SETTING FOR 
FURTHER SUCH ATTACKS, AND THE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
POLITICAL RALLIES IN TURKEY ARE NOT RPT NOT VERY EFFECTIVE. 

THE INCIDENT WILL AGGRAVATE THE ALREADY DEEP DIVISIONS BETWEEN 
LEFT AND RIGHT IN THE COUNTRY AND WILL HELP INSURE THAT THE ISSUE 
OF INTERNAL SECURITY REMAINS A DOMINANT CAMPAIGN THEME. 

MACOMB ER 
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